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I m m a c u l at e  C o n c e p t i o n  N e w s  &  N o t e s  

Parish Staff 
Pastor, Fr. Jason Stone .................. 815-942-0620 ext. 18 
Email ......................................... communications@ics1.org 
 

Deacon 
Rev. Mr. Santos Martinez ............................ 815-942-0620 

Rev. Mr. Paul Jung ........................... 815-942-0620 ext. 26 
Email ........................................................... pjung@ics1.org 

Rev. Mr. Arnulfo Cisneros ............... 815-942-0620 ext. 23 
Email ..................................................... acisneros@ics1.org 
 

 
Email .......................................... kmattson@ics1.org 
 

Email .......................................... sswanson@ics1.org 
 

Julie Dillenburg ................................... 815-942-4177 
Email ........................................ jdillenburg@ics1.org 
 

Email ...................................................... kdeslaur@ics1.org 
 

Business Mgr., Lisa Latimer ........ 815-942-0620 ext. 22 
Email ........................................................ llatimer@ics1.org 
 

Secretary, Gloria Folkers .............. 815-942-0620 ext. 10 
Email ....................................................... gfolkers@ics1.org 
 

IC Community Outreach ........... 815-942-0620 ext. 16 
Email ...................................... ICMorrisOutreach@ics1.org 

Parish Prayer Chain 
 If you have a special prayer request, contact 
Carlene Reid at carlenereid@sbcglobal.net or Ann 
Stansberry at 815-942-1179. 

Martha Ministry 
 Volunteers lend helping hands to families in need. 
Please contact the parish office. 

R.C.I.A. 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 Any person wanting to learn more about the 
Catholic Faith or to join our Catholic community, 
contact the parish office. 

Funerals 
Make arrangements with the parish office before any 
publication. 

Let Us Pray… Let Us Remember 
Pray for our servicemen and women:* 
Brian Black Eric J. Buhle, Jr., ET2 
Adam Carter PFC Jonathan Chaney 
Maj. Kevin Flett Brad Fonck, PV2  
Adam Kozel Funfsinn Cpl. Johnathon Gallup 
Daniel Hynes Dylan Jenkins, PV2 
Sgt. Brent A. Johnson James Kilbride, USAF 
John Kilbride, USAF Ryan Kowalczyk, USAF 
Rusty Lindquist Sean M. Lynch 
David Mitchell Daniel E. Niewinski, PO1 
Patrick M Pasqua, USN James Reeves 
Joseph Reeves Lt. Cmdr. Michael Shea 
Sgt. Bryan Shworles 

* As of March 21, 2023 

5th Sunday of Lent 
Of all Jesus’ miracles, the most unsettling might be 
when he made a dead person alive. We know of three 
times when he did so: a girl, a young man, and 
Lazarus. The miracle teaches us he has the power of 
life and death. He anticipates his resurrection. Sin 
hurts us. Some sin kills us, spiritually. The three 
miracles reveal to us that no matter our 
circumstances, Jesus can give life to us. 

The three miracles are instructive of the three ways 
we feel dead. The little dead girl symbolizes sin 
before it has time to mature. She’s in bed and, once 
alive, gets right back to her life. The young man is 
lying in his casket in a funeral procession. This is sin 
allowed to fester, to grow and become somewhat 
normalized. Once raised, he has a short walk back 
home. Lazarus, a full-grown dead man, lies wrapped 
in burial bands in the tomb. Once he is raised, much 
needs to be done. He’ll need to remove those bands, 
find new clothes, and travel all the way back home. 
That is sin allowed to go all the way, unchecked for 
months or years. It’s the most spectacular of the 
three and reveals Jesus’ glory more than the others. 

What hope that should give us, for us and those 
whom we love! Jesus 
knows our sin hurts us 
and can even kill us 
spiritually. No matter 
the extent of the 
damage, he is always 
ready for the miracle of 
making the dead fully 
alive. 

— Father John Muir 
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Rest In Peace 
We extend our sympathy and prayers to the 

families and friends of  

Robert A. Walker 

Carole Sohan 

Eternal rest, grant unto them, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them.  

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Amen. 

Every Monday Men’s Bible Study 

Every Tuesday Rosary 

Every Wednesday Eucharistic Adoration 

Every Thursday Spanish Adoration 

Every Thursday Stitchery 

Every Friday Adoration & Stations of the Cross 

Mon., March 27 IC Book Club 

Wed., March 29 Family night at RE 

Sat., April 1 Prairie Singers after Mass 

Sun., April 2 Pancake Breakfast 
Fri., April 7 Morris Cross Walk beginning at IC 

Sat., April 15 Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 

We welcome into our Christian 
Community and Immaculate 

Conception Parish those recently 
baptized. 

Alberto & Ruby Rodriguez 

children of Brigida 

Four and a half weeks ago, we 
began our Lenten journeys with a 
reminder of death. Ashes were 
worn on foreheads and we 
acknowledged that “we are but 
ashes and shall return to dust.” We 
resolved to engage in practices of 

fasting and almsgiving and prayer. The tone of the 
liturgy turned solemn and we tried to figure out how 
to “rend our hearts, not our garments.” 

For many, Lent unfortunately ends there. That is 
unfortunate, because if you have been following the 
progression of themes every Sunday, you know that 
Lent quickly moves us into themes about how God is 
seeking to give us new life. Lent is often referred to 
as the Church’s spring time. There is sacrifice, but 
the clearing away of the clutter in our hearts makes 
room for the seeds of God’s life that Lent brings to 
find fertile soil in which to enliven our love and 
guide us into resurrected life. 

If you have given up on Lent, now is a good time to 
come back to whatever effort the Lord has called you 
to once again. If you are grinding through your 
sacrifice and counting down the days, hang in there! 
Whatever you are doing to make some room for God 
in your life, even if it seems to be failing or fruitless, 

is allowing grace to be poured into your heart. 

Lent is indeed about opening your heart to the new 
life that God wants to give you. As we do that, we 
find ways we have allowed ourselves to fall into the 
death of sin. The good news is that God wants you to 
know life without the burden of your mistakes and 
the baggage of your weakness. The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation is a powerful opportunity to offer to 
God our sorrow for our sins and hear him speak 
words of encouragement and reassurance that our 
sins, are forgotten. 

There are still many opportunities to receive the gift 
of reconciliation. I will be 
available at several 
different times between 
now and Easter. As Lent 
draws near to its close, let 
us prepare to celebrate 
Jesus’ new life of 
resurrection by using the 
final days of Lent to open 
our hearts to the new life 
God is seeking to nurture in 
you. 

Fr. Jason  

A Message from our Pastor 



Mass Intentions 
Saturday, March 25; The Annunciation of the Lord 
 5:00 pm †Chuck Gianino (Family) 
  †Roy Darin (Dirker Family) 
Sunday, March 26; Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 9:00 am †Edward J. Howe, Sr. (Photakis Family) 
  †Alan England (Family) 
  †Joe Loscheider (England Family) 
  †Dean Darm (Sam Palumbo) 
 11:00 am †Joseph Nyhoff (Marianne Panzica) 
 2:00 pm Spanish Mass—Parish Family 
Monday, March 27 
 7:00 am †Keith Berger (Celia Mistretta) 
Tuesday, March 28 
 7:00 am Parish Family 
Wednesday, March 29 
 7:00 am †Bernard Petric (Carol England) 
 7:30 am Eucharistic Adoration 
 1:00 pm School Mass 
Thursday, March 30 
 7:00 am Parish Family 
 6:00 pm Spanish Adoration 
Friday, March 31 
 7:00 am †Sam Jenkins (Mother) 
Saturday, April 1 
 8:00 am Parish Family 
 5:00 pm †William, Edith, Mary, Frieda, Michael &  
      Joseph Darwish (Mr. & Mrs. Les Guthrie) 
Sunday, April 2; Palm Sunday of the Passion of the  
Lord 
 9:00 am †Joan Angelastro (Photakis Family) 
  †Roy Darin (Kevin & Karen Connor) 
  †Phil Beshoar (Family) 
  †Joseph Nyhoff (England Family) 
 11:00 am Parish Family 
 2:00 pm Spanish Mass—†Leon Contreros (Family) 
             †Jose Perez Rios (Family) 

Pa r i s h  E v e n t s  

4 5th Sunday of Lent 

Readings for the Week of March 26 
Sunday:  Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 (7)/

Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or  11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-
45 

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-
62/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Jn 8:1-11 

Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21/Jn 
8:21-30 

Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 
54, 55, 56/Jn 8:31-42  

Thursday: Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Jn 8:51-
59  

Friday: Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7/Jn 
10:31-42  

Saturday: Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13/Jn 
11:45-56 

Next Sunday:  Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 
19-20, 23-24 (2a)/Phil 2:6-11/ Mt 26:14—27:66 
or 27:11-54    

This Week in Our Parish 
Sunday, March 26; 5th Sunday of Lent 
 12:30 pm Faith Formation-Lectio Salvation; St. Angela Rm 
 6:00 pm Lenten Vespers; Church 
Monday, March 27 
 5:00 pm RCIC tutoring 
 6:30pm IC Book Club; Narthex 
 7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study; via GoToMeeting 
Tuesday, March 28 
 1:30 pm Rosary 
Wednesday, March 29 
 7:30 am Eucharistic Adoration 
 5:30 pm Religious Education classes; School 
 7:00 pm RCIA; St. Angela Room 
Thursday, March 30 
 1:00 pm Stitchery group; Narthex 
 6:00 pm Spanish Eucharistic Adoration 
 6:30 pm RCIA; St. Angela Room 
Friday, March 31 
 6:00 pm Adoration & Stations of the Cross (English);  
  Church 
 6:30 pm Confession; Church 
 7:00 pm Adoration & Stations of the Cross (Spanish);  
  Church 
Saturday, April 1 
6:00pm Prairie Singers; Church 
Sunday, April 2; Palm Sunday of the Passion of 
the Lord 
Pancake Breakfast; St. Angela Room 
 12:30 pm Faith Formation-Lectio Salvation; IC Library 
 3:00 pm CCW meeting; St. Angela Room 

2022-2023 Parish Council members: 
Father Jason Stone 
Deacon Paul Jung 
Bev Connon 
George Lopez 
Nicky Meade 
Jeff Neste 
Karen Zelko 

CCW April Meeting 
Our CCW will meet next Sunday, 
April 2nd at 3:00 p.m. in the St. 
Angela Room for their monthly 
meeting and to make/create May 

cards for our homebound and nursing home 
residents. 
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School News 
Spring break will begin with 
dismissal at the regular time on 
Friday, March 31st. Classes will 
resume at the regular time on Tuesday, April 11, 
2023. 

Men’s Club Pancake Breakfast  
Palm Sunday, April 2; 8:00am—1:00pm 

All you can eat!  Pancakes, Sausage, Biscuits & Gravy. Fruit toppings for 
the pancakes! 

Cost:  Donation at the door 

All proceeds go towards special projects within the Parish. 

Positions Available at Immaculate 
Conception 

Bookkeeper 

Immaculate Conception is taking applications for 
the position of bookkeeper. This position will be 
responsible for oversight of parish finances. Good 
communication and interpersonal skills are important, 
as well as the ability to work collaboratively with other 
employees and volunteers. Candidates must have a 
desire to use their skills to support the mission of the 
church. A degree in accounting or finance is preferred. 
Experience in accounting is desirable. Ability to learn 
and use software such as ParishSoft Accounting, 
Paylocity Payroll, online giving, online banking, 
Microsoft Office, and PDS Church Office is 
necessary. Occasional night and weekend 
availability is needed. This position will be part time 
with potential for growth. The position will be 
available in April. If you are interested in being 
considered for this position, please send a resume 
and cover letter to business@ics1.org. 

 

Facilities Manager  

Immaculate Conception is taking applications for 
the position of facilities manager. This position will 
be responsible for management and oversight of the 
maintenance of buildings and grounds. Good 
communication and interpersonal skills are important, 
as well as the ability to work collaboratively with other 
employees and volunteers. Candidates must have a 
desire to use their skills to support the mission of the 
church. Experience with project management and 
managing contractors and volunteers is preferred. 
This position is part time. Occasional night and 
weekend availability is needed. The position will be 
available in April. If you are interested in being 
considered for this position, please send a resume 
and cover letter to business@ics1.org. 

Lenten Choral Vespers 
This evening,  

Sunday, March 26th  
at 6:00 pm in the Church 

Come learn to pray the Liturgy of the Hours, or 
Divine Office, with us and enjoy some moving choral 
music for the season of Lent. The Vespers, or 
evening service, emphasizes the recitation of the 
psalms, canticles (New Testament), and Magnificat. 
The adult choir will lead the assembly in the singing of 
these elements as a Right / Left dialog between equal 
halves of the church. This practice of antiphonal 
singing originated in monastic communities, where the 
tradition has been maintained since the very early days 
of Christianity. 

Keeping the Liturgy of the Hours is also encouraged 
for the laity, as it is one of the richest parts of our 
Catholic inheritance. Lent is the perfect season to 
partake in this form of prayer, and upon leaving the 
Vespers service, you may even be inspired to adopt 
this practice for your personal prayer. 

All those in attendance will receive some convenient 
online and printed tools that offer practical, 
straightforward access to the Liturgy of the Hours, 
how to pray them on your own, and which hours 
should be given priority for those with busy 
schedules. A short introduction to the hours of 
prayer that make up the Divine Office will preface 
the sung Vespers. The assembly will participate 
throughout the service in the singing of the psalms, 
hymns, and Magnificat. Various choir-only pieces 
will also add to our devotion during the service. 

mailto:business@ics1.org
mailto:business@ics1.org
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Lenten Lunchtime Worship Series 

“Feed your Soul” 
This worship series will take place at the Wesley 
Center, (111 W. North Street), at the First United 
Methodist Church from Noon—1:00 p.m. 

A light lunch will be served followed by a Lenten 
Devotion given by: 
  3/29/23—First United Methodist 

Please sign up on the Sunday before the luncheon or 
call the Parish Office so an accurate head count can be 
given to the First United Methodist Church. Signup 
sheets can be found in the Narthex. 

 

 
GOOD FRIDAY; April 7, 2023 

Starts at Noon 
The tradition of a walk following the cross will continue this year. We will 
begin at Immaculate Conception Parish at Noon. At each location we 
will sing a hymn or chorus, hear the reading of one of the seven last 

statements Jesus made during his crucifixion, listen to a very short devotion on that statement, and then sing 
together as we leave that house of worship and move on to the next. You are encouraged to participate and 
learn more of the depth of our Lord’s gift for us as we fellowship and share in the common sacrifice of our 
Lord. 

Time Location Words 

12:00 pm Immaculate Conception First: “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34) 

12:25 pm First Presbyterian Church Second: “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 
23:43) 

12:50 pm First United Methodist Third: “Woman, behold your son: behold your mother” (John 19:26-27) 

1:15 pm Chapin Park, W. Chapin Street Fourth: Eli Eli lama sabachthani?” (My God, My God, why have you forsaken 
me?)  (Matthew 27:46) 

1:40 pm St. Thomas Episcopal Church Fifth: “I thirst.” (John 19:28) 

2:05 pm Bethlehem Lutheran Sixth: “It is finished.” (John 19:30) 

2:30 pm First Presbyterian Church Seventh: “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” (Luke 23:46) 

Prairie Singers coming to Immaculate 
Conception 

The Prairie Singers invite the public to four Lenten 
performances this March and April in the local area, 
as they continue their 34th year of music making. 

The performance entitled,” Lenten Meditations”, 
will center on the “Seven Last Words of Christ”.  An-
thems, hymns, and readings will provide musical 
reflection. The concert provides a wonderful oppor-
tunity for contemplation during the Lenten season. 

The concerts will be held:  

Sunday, March 26, 2 p.m. at St Patrick’s Catholic 
Church, Ottawa 

Friday, March 31, 6:30pm at St Michael’s Catholic 
Church, Streator 

Saturday, April 1, 7 p.m. at Immaculate Conception 
Church, Morris 

Sunday, April 2, 2 p.m. at St Patrick’s Catholic 
Church, Seneca 

A free will offering will be taken. 
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S t e wa r d s h i p :  T i m e ,  Ta l e n t  &  T r e a s u r e  

Mt. Carmel Cemetery 
Please remove outdated decorations from loved 
one’s gravesites as soon as possible. If the cemetery 
dumpsters are full, it would be a great help if you bag 
the items that you are disposing and leave the bag by 
the dumpsters. Thank you for your cooperation. 

March 26 - 5
th

 Sunday of Lent 
The Gospel today, challenges us to see and believe the 
signs of grace in our lives: joy, peace, forgiveness, 
mercy and kindness.  

Thank you for supporting the work of the 
Immaculate Conception Community Outreach. 

Please consider joining the Immaculate Conception 
Community Outreach! 

Weekly Collections as of March 12 

Sunday Offertory 
     Fiscal Year To Date goal  ...................... $542,531 
     Fiscal Year To Date actual ................... $537,373 

“Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of 
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his 
name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you 
have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.”  ~Hebrews 
13:15-16 

Our Parish has a FORMED Subscription 

You can access great Catholic content including 
podcasts, Catholic cartoons, Saint documentaries 
and more! To set up your free account, visit 
formed.org/signup and select Immaculate 
Conception. 

Save the Date!! 

April 15, 2023 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 

HOLY WEEK AND  
EASTER SCHEDULE 

Passion (Palm) Sunday – April 1/2 
5:00 p.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. 
Spanish Mass, 2:00 p.m.  

Holy Thursday – April 6; Evening Mass 
of the Lord’s Supper -- 6:30 p.m. 

Good Friday – April 7; The Passion and 
Death of the Lord 

3:00 p.m. – Passion in English 
5:30 p.m. – Passion in Spanish 

Holy Saturday – April 8; 
Easter Vigil of the Lord’s 
Resurrection -- 8:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday – April 9 
9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. 
Spanish Mass, 2:00 p.m. 
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Our Catholic family serving 
the families of the Parish 

since 1924

Coal City • Gardener 
Morris • Wilmington

www.Reeves-Baskerville.com

Where Healing Begins...


